Call to suspend non compliant logging 

Friends of the Five Forests have lodged another complaint about Forests NSW failure to comply with the Australian Forestry Standard and are calling on Forests NSW to suspend current operations and withdraw from Bermagui State Forest. 

The Commonwealth Government guarantees Forests NSW certification under the Australian Forest Certification Scheme on the basis of their compliance with the relevant approvals and the methods detailed in the associated licences. 

Spokesperson Robert Bertram said while a complaint was lodged over previous logging of critical koala habitat in Bermagui State Forest, on this occasion the breaches are far more serious. 

“In the case of Compartment 2002, Regional Manager Mr Ian Barnes has broken new ground by approving a logging plan that is not consistent with the requirements of either the Integrated Forestry Operations Approvals or the Environment Protection Licence. 

Forests NSW have not accounted for all of the roads, steams, stream crossings, filter strips and other areas that are supposed to be identified in the maps. The outcome is that Forests NSW have approved logging across a far greater area than allowed and in areas that logging is not permitted. Making the situation more difficult for the community is the fact that the NSW Police have taken action on the basis of information from Forests NSW that is not an accurate or honest representation of conditions in the compartment. 

Clearly these operations are not consistent with the legislation and when coupled with the issues of endangered koalas and declining forest health it is reasonable to expect Part 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act should apply, requiring an adequate and thorough assessment of the operations.” he said. 

Copies of the complaint, sent to the NSW Police and accredited auditors for the Australian Forestry Standard, NCS International are publicly available at http://www.fiveforests.net/resources. 
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