Koala surveys welcome, but management plans lack focus 2 April 2008
 
Friends of the Five Forests (FOFF) have welcomed the release of information on Koala surveys using the 'Spot Assessment Technique" (SAT), undertaken late last year in Mumbulla State Forest, part of the Five Forests, west of Wapengo Lake and a draft Koala management framework. Using the SAT Koala survey methods, developed and overseen by Biolink ecological consultants up to five Koalas were located by mostly inexperienced staff from Forests NSW (FNSW), the Department of Environment and Climate Change (NPWS) and the Southern Catchment Management Authority (SCMA).  
 
FOFF spokesperson Robert Bertram said " Forests NSW undertook extensive surveys in this same area last year but failed to find any Koalas, so there is no doubt that the scientific basis of the Biolink surveys was critical in locating these few animals. It is vital that these Koala surveys are extended across the Five Forests to guide recovery actions and provide some of the data required for implementing forest restoration options. 
 
“The draft Koala management framework produced by Ecological environmental consultants vindicates community actions that stopped logging in Murrah SF during 2005, by recommending that logging and burning not be allowed in Koala habitat. Ecological also recommend implementing an adaptive management system, first proposed by FOFF in 2001, that provides for a learning environment by integrating relevant scientific research with sustainable habitat management” he said. 
 
“Unfortunately, Forests NSW and the NPWS have stated they have no intention of integrating science with management and after 14 years it suits them to keep ignoring community concerns about forest dieback and thwart attempts to address this major threat to our last Koalas. It is regrettable that the $millions spent on Koalas has left the community with the unaccountable agencies who caused the problems still in charge of ignoring the issues. 
 
“The FOFF have developed an adaptive catchment management system focused on protecting our last Koalas and addressing the known threats to prevent their extinction. Impediments to its implementation include ineffective Government legislation that supports the bias FNSW and the DECC have against credible science, especially critical information on soils, allows for noncompliance with the regional forest agreement milestones and a SCMA that doesn’t do catchments.  

 
“ We look forward to positive results from further SAT surveys in the Five Forests, but we see no need to further compromise Koalas with a biased and second rate approach to habitat management. Despite the ensuing legal action, the community is responsible for stopping Koalas being killed during logging and protecting their remaining critical habitat in Murrah SF. It seems likely the community will again have to take the lead if our last Koalas are to have a chance of surviving into the future."
