Complaint lodged over logging breaches in koala habitat

Friends of the Five Forests has lodged a complaint accusing Forests NSW of failing to comply with more than twenty licence conditions while logging in Bermagui State Forest during 2009. 

As a result of Forests NSW’s non-compliance with the relevant regulations, charges against four individuals of entering and failing to leave a prohibited area in Bermagui State Forest were dismissed in the Moruya Court six weeks ago. 

Spokesperson Robert Bertram said the bail conditions imposed by the NSW Police and Forests NSW had delayed undertaking a detailed compliance assessment.  

“The breaches identified include logging an area greater than allowed, logging and roading in unmapped watercourses adjacent to the Marine National Park and there is evidence the logging crew took timber to a sawmill that is not certified under the Australian Forestry Standard.

In addition these operations demonstrate that despite logging industry claims koala habitat trees are not left standing but are also logged.” Mr. Bertram said.

Details of the breaches, forwarded to the NSW Forestry Compliance Unit and the auditors of the Australian Forestry Standard are publicly available at http://www.fiveforests.net/resources/resources.html.
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