Poor Koala outcomes demand action 7 Aug 2008

As a result of poor outcomes from lengthy Koala surveys, Friends of the Five
Forests (FOFF) are calling for immediate action to increase survey effort
and address habitat degradation. The Koala surveys were undertaken by NSW
Government agencies between March and June in coastal forests from Cuttagee
to the Bermagui-Cobargo road.

FOFF spokesperson Robert Bertram said although the Koala surveys took twice
as long as the first surveys last year in Mumbulla State Forest, the results
demonstrate that areas previously occupied by Koalas now reveal no evidence
of the species.

“At least two of the areas recently surveyed in State Forest and National
Park were occupied by Koalas in the mid 1990’s. Community monitoring at
these coastal locations found that the Koalas disappeared after the first
dieback event associated with dry weather in early 1998. The recent surveys
have confirmed that Koalas have not re-occupied these areas and this is
difficult to explain within general variations to habitat use associated
with inter-generational change. It seems far more likely that these areas
can no longer support Koalas due to habitat degradation” he said.

“It is regrettable that political influence from certain sections of the
conservation movement, has worked to reduce the area surveyed and the
implementation management options to address the threats to Koalas. This
seems particularly the case given the technology and soil management methods
FOFF has proposed have the support of the Garnaut Climate Change Review.

"Time is quickly running out for Koalas, so rather than the current public
relations surveys we believe greater effort is needed to cover more areas.
It is also time the NSW Government acknowledged the problem of forest
degradation and dieback and put their support behind community efforts to
address these threats.”

