Introduction

Early in March 2010 the NSW Forestry Commissioading as Forests NSW,
FNSW), approved a logging plan for Compartmentss2disd 2133 in Mumbulla
State Forest.

Highly contentious due to the close proximity ofeardangered koala colony the
operations, begun in Cpt 2135, were initially hefddue to breaches of FNSW'’s
Threatened Species License conditions.

A further hold up occurred when it was pointed wuthe NSW Government’s Crown
Forestry Policy and Regulation Section, that loggiras occurring in Biamanga
Aboriginal Place.

On April 26 FNSW moved the crews and seven loggwaghines into the area of
Compartment 2133 that is outside Biamanga Aborlgitace. Also on that day the
NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service lit whaeyhdescribed as a ‘low intensity
burn’ in some 650 hectares of Biamanga Aboriginat® along Mumbulla Creek.

A Little History

The following extract from “The Mountains call madk™” provides some detail on
the history of NSW south coast Aboriginals anddh&omes of their fight to stop
logging on Mumbulla Mountain.

“. .. In mid-1978 the Aborigines of Wallaga Lakeg by Guboo Ted Thomas,
mounted a campaign to stop logging on Mumbulla Maian . . . In July

1978 the Aborigines decided to apply to the Hest&puncil to have an
Interim Conservation Order over 12,000 hectares. By December 1978 the
Forestry Commission of New South Wales had agreédlt logging for six
months while an anthropologist, Brian Egloff, intigated the Aborigines
claims. ... When Egloff's report was published 979 it came out in support
of the Aborigines. . . . To resolve the confliwt Aborigines agreed to a
compromise whereby 7,508 hectares of forest woellddelared an

Aboriginal Place. All the sacred sites would lighim a 1100 hectate (sic)

! Byrne.Denis. (1984) The Mountains call me backdiatory of the Aborigines and the Forests of the
Far South Coast of NSW, Occasional Paper No 5, N@histry of Aboriginal Affairs.



‘core area’, which would be free from logging .The NSW Government
agreed to this compromise in 1980. Biamanga AbpalPlace would be
managed by the Yuin Tribal Council, the Nationatk3aand Wildlife Service
and the Forestry Commission. . . . Following theniMbulla Mountain crisis
the Forestry Commission supported further archagicla surveys in the area
and began a policy of closer consultation with Amrigines.”

Denis Byrne: June 1984.

Since Then

In 1996 the NSW and Commonwealth governments teitiavhat they called a
Comprehensive Regional Assessment Process (CRA)ddEden region. The
outcome would be 20 year Regional Forest Agreentaatsvould not require an
annual assessment of logging coupes for export alopding.

The aim was to create a “Comprehensive Adequatdr@pdesentative” reserve
system with the rest, including any Crown land tinaty become available during
time of the RFAs, made available for ecologicallgtainable timber production.

Amongst the information provided to stakeholderstfie@ CRA were representations,
known as ‘shape-files’ of Biamanga Aboriginal Plafte use in Geographic
Information System software. These data came framr&ment Australia and
Biamanga National Park from the NSW National Pankd Wildlife Service
(Attachment 1).

As neither of these representations accuratelygat the original area of Biamanga
Aboriginal Placé a copy of the former was edited to produce a skizgtemore

closely represented the original area (Attachm@&nTis map also provides ‘shape-
files’ produced by the NSW NPWS, for areas loggeBiamanga Aboriginal Place.

The editing involved aligning the boundaries witivate property on the western side
and up to the 20 metre strip, extending around mibdte eastern boundary in
Mumbulla and Murrah State Forests. This 20 metip atso extends into Biamanga
Aboriginal place along Mumbulla Trig road.

Table 1: Areas of Biamanga Aboriginal Place anddeat Park

Source Location Area (hectares)

Environment Australia Aboriginal Place 7,398
NSW NPWS National Park 7,251
Edited EA version Aboriginal Place 7,375

As indicated in the table the edited version of &€Miamanga Aboriginal Place
reduces the area by 23 hectares making it 133 fiescthort of the original 7,508
hectares.

2 http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/ceheritage/gazette/Biamanga.pdf



Management

The following table provides the recorded integategging history for areas of
Biamanga Aboriginal Place added to Biamanga Nati®aak in 1996. As indicated
in Table 2 approximately 787 hectares was loggédden 1980 and 1992.

Table 2. Recorded integrated logging history

Year logged Hectares
0 1782.793
1980 44.229
1981 210.176
1982 77.337
1988 244.665
1989 138.48
1992 72.364
Total 2570.044

Areas logged within the ‘core area’ were on theeyasside of Mumbulla Creek that
previously held several archaeological sites (Byi®84). This area was also the
target of the NPWS’s week long, ‘low intesity’ busker 630 hectares.

Another site is located on the southern boundaryCompartment 2135 (ibid),
although its existence is not acknowledged in FNSWarvest Plan for
Compartments 2133-35.

It is not known if the DECCW approved the destmictof this site, or if integrated
logging extended that far before being suspendedveier, the site is immediately
below the area of mass movement, identified in Haevest Plan and logging has
apparently occurred on slopes above this locatitven though the DECCW and
FNSW have no concerns, it seems reasonable toretane uncertainty about the
site’s longevity given the potential for soil massvement.

Prior to the RFA 176 hectares in Murrah State Rovess added to Biamanga
National Park. This area comprised Coupes 1 anél Gompartment 2065 on the
northern side of the Murrah River. Both coupes baén subjected to integrated
logging in 1992.

The 20 metre strip occupies about 44.5 hectaréswiven added to the edited version
of Biamanga Aboriginal Place lifts the area to 7&1Bectares, still 88.7 hectares
short of the area originally promised.

Conclusion

“. .. Damage of the forest around the site wasnsas damaging the site
itself. Without the trees, the site would be nakéithid)



Despite the NSW Government’'s 1980 agreement loggauyirred in the ‘core area’
in 1980 and 1981 and more broadly in Biamanga Ajooal Place until 1992. The
additions of logged coupes in Murrah State Fomnest996 were a poor substitute for
those areas in Mumbulla State Forest actually ®itmanga Aboriginal Place.

The most recent highly destructive logging appéatsave occurred partly from the
aforementioned decision, partly from the lack of ared FNSW feels to comply
with their license conditions and partly from a moesmpliant and unquestioning
Crown Forestry Policy and Regulation Section witthie DECCW.

Integral to FNSW'’s operations and detracting frdme farea Biamanga Aboriginal
Place should occupy is the 20 metre strip that dsarently been annexed into
production forest.

Despite having been forced from Compartment 2135 ghnexation of this strip
provides access for logging trucks and other maekithrough Biamanga, apparently
eliminating the need for any consultation.

The role of the Biamanga Management Board, whilestained to management of
the Board itself, appears to have been informed pgor understanding of the exact
area of Biamanga Aboriginal Place. This would sgmarticularly the case as the
initial ‘compromise’ down from 12,000 hectares aiswolved a seven kilometre

‘buffer’ around Biamanga Aboriginal Place.

Finally there is the issue of why the NPWS and FN&wid any attempt at

reasonable consultation with local conservatiorugsoand communities. If this path
had been taken the breaches to the ThreatenedeSpgcence, the Cultural Heritage
guidelines, the yet to be accepted departures finenEnvironment Protection License
and the negative impacts of a fire that was farkimpand too hot, may have been
avoided.

More than thirty years after the first documentétrapts by local Aborigines to
protect their cultural heritage, little appearshtve changed. What has occurred has
apparently led some local Aborigines into a feelofgsecurity about the level of
protection the NSW Government agencies providéed heritage.

The evidence suggests such a feeling lacks alsasi in fact.

Robert Bertram
6 May 2010
contact@fiveforests.net



Attachment 1

State and Commonwealth maps of Biamanga
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Attachment 2
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